If Rumors Were Horses continued on page 6
FIRST UP! VERY IMPORTANT! Registration for the 2015 Charleston Conference WILL BE in the Francis Marion hotel NOT the Gaillard Center!!! You must stop by the Francis Marion to get your registration material. Red shuttle buses can take you from the Francis Marion to the Gaillard Center, about 4 blocks. Thanks!! To begin, I want to thank my great teams here in South Carolina who, despite all the torrential rain and flooding have carried on so that the 2015 Charleston Conference will still go on! Leah Hinds and her family who live in Gilbert, SC, near Columbia had to navigate several flooded out roads. And this past Saturday when we thought it was all over, Leah and family had another 4 inches of rain! Toni Nix and her husband Dean, who live on the Edisto River near Cottageville, SC, had to move all their vehicles, tractors, 4-wheelers, race trucks, lawnmowers, shed belongings, etc., out of the flooding waters. They even turned the Coast Guard helicopters away! What pioneers they are! At last count, water had risen 15.75 feet and was finally dropping. We are praying there is no more rain! Sharna Williams lives in the Ravenel area and had to drive her van through unbelievably deep water to get to the Conference office at the Citadel. At times, Won't we all have moved on by then?" Well, the short answer is "no." We haven't entirely moved on, and the sea of scholarly communications, the one in which we all swim, continues to be roiled by Short-Term Loans (STL) and other evolving and emerging business models for digital monographs, not to mention all the other formats that are equally important but outside of our immediate scope here.
We are all of us living through an era in which the advent of digital everything is producing enormous disruption in many areas. The taxi drivers protesting Uber are today's Luddites, smashing the equipment not because they are inherently anti-technology but because they are, as the Luddites were before them, afraid of losing their livelihoods.
STL and other new models are disrupters, and we, together, both publisher and librarian, need to be prepared for and to accept this as an ongoing feature of our landscape. And, equally important, to consider the impact on the authors and faculty we both serve.
We believe that we will continue to see new models come and go and that this iterative cycle of acceptance and rejection is something we need to learn to live with. Perhaps journals, so much farther ahead than eBooks in staking out the digital territory, offer an analogy for us to consider. The big deal was considered by almost all, and for some time, to actually be a good deal as well until, for some institutions, it wasn't, as the journal-publishing world contracted and the size of the deals swelled. And, in this case, it was the market that decided it simply wasn't sustainable. We need to be realistic about what is possible, and we need to keep an open mind. What we don't want is to simply carry on with print models in digital as if they are one and the same. We have just begun to scratch the surface of what is possible in a digital environment for all forms of scholarly communication, and certainly new models and new modes of accessibility will come along that we have not even thought of yet.
In addition to publisher views on demanddriven acquisition models like STL and its impact on the current scholarly publishing business 
TOO DIFFICULT FOR ADULTS by Bruce Strauch (The Citadel)
Madeleine L'Engle's A Wrinkle in Time has sold 14 million copies and has been adapted for TV and an opera. Everyone always assumed the evil planet Camazotz -where everyone is regimented to be the same -to be the Soviet Union. Now granddaughter Charlotte voiklis has discovered three pages cut by the publisher that has the L'Engle world all abuzz.
In them lies a warning that even a democracy can become too fixated on security and loose freedom.
Woo. Can we say NSA? National Surveillance State?
L'Engle had a hard time finding a publisher until she met John Farrar of Farrar, Straus and Co. Even he warned it would not sell. It was too difficult for children.
L'Engle replied, "The problem wasn't that it was too difficult for children. It was too difficult for adults." See -Jennifer Maloney, "A New Wrinkle in Time," The Wall Street Journal, April 16, 2015. (The Citadel) 
COLD WAR SPIES by Bruce Strauch

